{ SO all Prog was crap, wasit?
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CDﬁrst and then decide...
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Y TH_E TIME Peter Gabricl
quitGenesisin1975, what had
become knownas Prog Rock
wasalreadyunder fire from
criticsinereasingly jaded by
musicthathad once seemed
fresh and experimental,
eccentricand inspired but seemed nowtohe
increasingly sclfindulgentand pompous.
Acoupleofyearslater, abitterhatred ofall things
‘prog wasoneofthe energies that fuelled punk.
Johnny Rotten would eventually admitan
admiration foruncompromising prog pioneers
- VanderGraafGenerator, buthardly anyene by
1977~ punk orotherwise— had much sympathy for
bandslike Yesand Genesis, whonow found
themsclvescriticallyunfashionable, their
emphasisonvacuousinstrumental virtuosity -
lengthy solosduringwhich thelistener might grow
abeard ordie of exhaustion - incomprehensible
conceptalbums andtriplelivealbums ofunique
- heavy-handednessand staggeringbombast

Of course, much prog dcswved the derision, the :
howlsofconlempt, the barking disdain. Suchwas
punk’sseorched-earth antipathy that most people
unfamiliar with what prog wasbefore ithbecame

Uncus's Fill YourLiead,.. CDbegs to differ. From {he
N rawcxgteme_nt of The Nice'soriginal lineup (o
“recentlyunearthed raritics from Peel favourites
- The Way We Live, Tractorand Bady, through to
thehighdrama of Vander Graafthemselves,
ourCDhisavivid reminder of whatthis music
‘waslike beforeitbecame bl@ated w1th aneedless
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WhatHendrixdid to “TheStar
SpangledBanner”, The Nice did
‘toLeonardBernsteinwiththis
flamboyantarrangementofthe
West Sidle Story classic. Organist
Keith Emersonwentontoformthe -
deservedlyderided ELP hut he son
firehere.

Taken fromthe Castle three-l:n set,
Here Come TheNice: The immediate
Anthology

2 The Way We Live
Watching White Stars
ThisRochdale duo-whowentonto
formTractqr—weregreatf_a\rourites
of John Peel,whosigned them to his
Dandelion label, forwhormi they
recordedasolitary and nowmuch
sought-after albumin 1971,
Takenfromthe Ozit-Morpheus -
album, A Candle For Judith
Www.myspace.com/
tractorakathewaywelive
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3 ﬁphrodﬂ‘e S Chxld
The Four Horsemen. -
Demis RoussosandVangelisaren’t.
namesyou willoftenfindin Uncut,
butbeforetheywent MOR,in'72
theyrecordedone of Prog's most

: amhltlous and: apocalvptlc concept !

Ibums; 666,o0nwhichthe

hunderousFour Horsemen”

originallyappeared.

Remastered version nfatrack

om thEVertIgoalhum 666

hampionedintheearly-70s
by John Peel-whonamed
themand signed them tohis
Dandelionimprint -andmore
recentlyJulianCope, who
testhemasahuge
nfluence, Tractorareone -
fthe greatlost bands of
theoriginal Progera. .-

: ) Taken from the Love Recnrdsalhum,

o ‘_ Driven Thingwere originallya

 withthe addition of Grahame:

.; nowregardedasalost classic.

: i album, The Machine That Cried -

E Taken from the Ozit-Morpheus

© album, Tractor 30th Anniversary

| .Special Edition

| Www.myspace.com/

| tractorpsychband

L www.tractor-ozit.com

: ‘www.deeplyvale.com

! i www.tractortheband.com
ngwam

Tmm;port -

: meshsuperstarsWigwamputout

\ apairofwell-received LPsfor Virgin

i inthemid-70s, ;buthardcorefans

Cwill alwayspreferthefull onProg

: oftheline-upfeaturedonthis'71 -

' classic, with Jukka Gustavson =

 “theFinnish StevieWinwood”=on

 vocalsandkeyboards.
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l 6 White Roise.
Your Tlidden Dreams

. ln '69, David Vorhaus teamedup
' with the BBC Radiophanic

I Workshopto cutan extraordinary - -

' ' albumfor Island “assembled from
i mon‘ophunictﬂhescreatedo'na

1 V/CS3, edited togetherwithtape

. splice”, whlchwasthesoundtrack :
' tomanyanacidtrip.:

. Takenfrom the newly remastered
: Islandalhum,AnE!ectrchtarm 3
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! Charismalabel mates of Genesis
l andvan derGraafGenerator String

" psychedelicfolk-pop band who,

| smithsincendiary violin, moved

" into Prog, Thisis atrack fromtheir

i second Charismaalbum, whichin

: 1973was deemed “too disturbing”
! toreleasein itsoriginal form, hutls

| Taken from the Ozit-Morpheus.

; theband's officialversion =

www.tractor-ozit.com
www.deeplyvale.com
www.stringdriventhing.com

8 Body

The Sun @illNever Shine On
Formedin Liverpoolin’71, ittook
Bodyadecadetorecordtheirsole
album, original copies ofwhichare
now worthasmallfortune. Think
early Floyd meets The Moody Blues.
Taken from the Ozit Recordsalbum,
The Body Album Plus
www.tractor-ozit.com
www.deeplyvale.com

9 Steve Nillage
Hurdy Gurdy Man
Ifyouthought Donovan'sversion
wastrippy, trythisswirlinglive
guitarextravaganzafromthe
formerKhanand Gongguitarist.
Taken from the Ozit-Morpheus
album, Live At Deeply Vale
Festival’78
www.tractor-ozit.com
www.deeplyvale.com

10 Caravan

: J\@ghfﬂmre

Cerebral but melodic prog, from
stalwarts of thesame productive
'60avant/jazz Canterburyscene
that producedthe likesof Gong
andSoftMachine. :
Taken from the Eclectic Discs album,
BetterByFar

11 Van der Graaf
Generaftor

Man-Erg

Who but Peter Hammill could come
upwithalinelike “Stalkingin my
cloisters hang the acolytes of
gloom™? Thisisaliverecording
fromtheir’05 reunion of asong
ariginallyfrom '71's Pawn Hearts,
taken fromtheir 2005 retnion at
London's Royal Festival Hall.
Taken fromthe Fixalbum,

Real Time
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